
 
 

 
 

ECONOMIC PLANNING & 
DEVELOPMENT 

COMMITTEE MEETING 
MONDAY, OCTOBER 6, 2025 | 6 PM 

           3rd Committee Meeting 
 
 
 
 

The Committee will meet in Mauldin City Hall at 5 East 
Butler Road in the Council Chambers  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The meeting will be available remotely through Zoom. Please visit the City’s website 
at https:// cityofmauldin.org/your-government/meeting-minutes-agendas/ to 

access the meeting via audio and videoconferencing. 
A quorum of Council will be present.
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ECONOMIC PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE MEETING 
OCTOBER 6, 2025, 6PM 

CITY HALL - COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

Committee Members: Taft Matney (Chair), Mark Steenback and Jason Kraeling 

Chairperson Matney 

Chairperson Matney 

Chairperson Matney 

Chairperson Matney 

Chairperson Matney 

1. Call to Order

2. Public Comment

3. Reading and Approval of Minutes
a. Economic Development Committee 

Minutes May 5, 2025 [Pages 3-4]

4. Reports or Communications from City Officers
a. City Administrator Seth Duncan Hospitality 

Tax Grant Program Updates

5. Unfinished Business

There is no unfinished business.

6. New Business
a. Public Art Trail [Pages 5-13]

7. Public Comment

8. Committee Concerns

9. Adjournment

Chairperson Matney 

Chairperson Matney 

 Chairperson Matney   

     Chairperson Matney 
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MINUTES 
ECONOMIC PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE MEETING 

MAY 5, 2025, 6PM 
CITY HALL - COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

5 E. BUTLER ROAD 
3rd committee meeting 

Committee Members present:  Taft Matney (Chair), Mark Steenback and Jason Kraeling  
Others present:  City Administrator Seth Duncan and Assistant City Administrator Greg Saxton 

1. Call to Order- Chairman Matney

2. Public Comment- None

3. Reading and Approval of Minutes
a. Economic Development Committee Minutes February 3, 2025

Motion: Councilman Steenback made a motion to accept the minutes as distributed with
Councilman Kraeling seconding.

Vote: The vote was unanimous (3-0).

4. Reports or Communications from City Officers
a. City Administrator Seth Duncan- City Administrator Duncan reported on the Pickleball

Yards, the trail at Layton Hall, the amphitheater stage cover and 6 new businesses that
have opened up in Mauldin.

b. Cultural Center Updates- Mr. Saxton reported the Blues and Jazz festival went very well.

The new sculpture on the Art Trail was unveiled.

The Bodyguard production begins this week.

The stage cover is coming along well and looks great.  It will be ready by the first
Amp’d Up Friday.

Bridgeway 5K will be May 17th.

Memorial Day is May 26th.  A ceremony will be held at 11:00 a.m. at the Cultural Center.

The new Events Coordinator is beginning work on May 19th.

Dance classes will be held at the Cultural Center offering ballroom dancing, salsa, and
shag.
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c. Rebranding Update- A RFP was done in January for rebranding.  Flock and Rally was
chosen.  An initial discovery call was made in April.  They will be onsite on May 20th to
learn more about the City.  This process should take about 5 months.

5. Unfinished Business- There is no unfinished business.

6. New Business- There is no new business.

7. Public Comment- None

8. Committee Concerns- None

9. Adjournment- Chairman Kraeling adjourned the meeting at 7:35 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted, 
Cindy Miller 
Municipal Clerk  
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ECONOMIC PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY 

MEETING DATE:  October 6, 2025 
AGENDA ITEM:   6 a

TO: Economic Planning & Development Committee 
FROM: Gregory Saxton, Assistant City Administrator 
SUBJECT: Public Art Trail Selection 2025-2026 

REQUEST 
Staff is recommending Committee and Council approval to commission Aldo Muzzarelli to build and install 
his piece “The Minstrel of the Muses” along the Mauldin Art Trail.  

HISTORY/BACKGROUND 
Since 2014, the City of Mauldin has commissioned various works of art as part of an art trail along City 
Center Drive. The Mauldin Public Art Trail is an initiative designed to beautify the community with public 
art displays created by local and regional artists.  

This year’s theme, Inspiring Transformation, focuses on the promises of community growth and vibrant 
development which is something that can be seen all around us. Moreover, the process of transformation 
and rebirth is necessary for its full potential to become evident and hope this helps residents craft a life 
full of energy and color. 

In June, staff issued a Request for Proposals (RFP) to solicit proposals from local and regional artists. Staff 
received a total of three proposals, and each were asked to prepare a 3-D model due in August.  Once 
received, each was reviewed and considered based upon the artists’ scale models, concept statements, 
and suitability for the trail.  

ANALYSIS or STAFF FINDINGS 
The Minstrel of the Muses, by Aldo Muzzarelli, is a monumental sculpture that embodies the 
transformative power of inspiration and creativity. Composed of three carefully stacked cubes, the piece 
traces a symbolic journey from ancestral roots through diverse sources of human ingenuity, culminating 
in the vibrant expression of artistic creation. Each cube will integrate symbolic elements including 
ancestral masks, artistic and scientific motifs, and natural forms. Crowning the sculpture stands the 
Minstrel, a timeless figure of the free-spirited artist.  

When complete, the piece will stand 7’10” in height and 3’5” in width and weight approximately 330 
pounds. The medium will be mostly welded steel and painted resin, and will be installed with removable 
concrete screws.  

Aldo Muzzarelli is a Venezuelan-born artist who holds a Bachelor of Arts from the Central University of 
Venezuela. He served as the Director of Culture in his hometown along with teaching at fine arts 
workshops all over Venezuela. Muzzarelli has created monumental works for the Cathedral of San Pedro 
in Caracas and opened his own gallery in Tinaquillo. Since immigrating to the United Sates, Muzzarelli 
has continued his artistic pursuits and has won awards and recognition while participating in exhibitions 
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around the world. If approved, this would be Aldo’s second piece of art along the trail as he was the 
artist that created The Big Cocoon which was installed in 2019.  
 
The Aldo will have until April of 2026 to build and install the new art display. The revealing of the new art 
display will take place during our annual Blues and Jazz Festival of 2026.   
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
The City has budgeted $18,000.00 for this year’s Public Art Trail. Finalist is notified that the project is not 
to exceed $ 15,000.00 which covers artist fees, travel, materials, installation, and documentation.  
 
RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends approving and commissioning Aldo Muzzarelli and his piece The Minstrel of the 
Muses for installation along the Mauldin Public Art Trail.   
 
ATTACHMENT(S) 

• Aldo Muzzarelli Application 

6



7



8



9



10



11



12



13


	EPD Agenda oct 2025 only
	MONDAY, OCTOBER 6, 2025 | 6 PM
	3. Reading and Approval of Minutes
	4. Reports or Communications from City Officers
	6.    New Business

	epd minutes may 2025
	Sum - EPD - Public Art Trail Selection v1
	REQUEST
	HISTORY/BACKGROUND
	ANALYSIS or STAFF FINDINGS
	RECOMMENDATION

	Aldo Muzzarelli - Minstrel
	EPD Agenda oct 2025 only.pdf
	MONDAY, OCTOBER 6, 2025 | 6 PM
	3. Reading and Approval of Minutes
	4. Reports or Communications from City Officers
	6.    New Business




